The operation of meatotomy is performed for the relief of a * condition which occurs not infrequently in young male children, namely, retention of urine from ulceration round the urinary meatus. This ulceration is found after circumcision, and is due to the fact that phimosis produces, in many cases, a slight pouting or prolapse of the mucous membrane of the urethra. When the child is circumcised, this protruding mucous membrane is exposed to friction from napkins or clothing and becomes eroded, forming a ring of ulceration round the meatus. Fig. 1 This operation has been found to be invariably successful. The retention disappears immediately, and the ulcer is quite healed in a few days. 
